Synthesis of (±)-Merrilactone A by a Desymmetrization Strategy.
A concise synthesis of (±)-merrilactone A has been accomplished featuring desymmetrization of a Cs -symmetric dilactone, RhI -catalyzed intramolecular hydroacylation of a 4-alkynal, and TiIII -mediated reductive radical cyclization of epoxy-allene.